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Dear Friends on the Journey, 
 

We are only travelers in the Great Universe for a short period of time.   Someone who was in the 
process of making a great transition in life said to me a few weeks ago, “Pastor we are truly spiritual    
beings having a human experience here in this world!”   I have thought about this for some time and am 
coming to see the truth of this statement.  What if we are spiritual beings having a human experience?  
What if……?  Who am I?  Who are we?  And the questions and the pondering go on and on. 

 
This time of pondering has led me back to a question that I have often asked – and maybe many of 

you have too.    The question is this:  “What is my deepest identity?”  Now I know without even thinking 
that my answer is “my deepest identity is in God” .  But what does that really mean?  If I am a spiritual 
being having human experience, knowing I am a mortal finite, then what is the substance that gives me 
life and “propels”  me through this world?  What is it that gives me the courage to live fully into the      
relationships and the events of this day, and the hope to know without a doubt that God is at work in all of 
the relationship and events in my life?  And what part of me will live on forever?  What is my true and 
deepest identity?  And on and on and on! 

 
My deepest identity I believe exists in that place inside of me, and of you, where God has created 

a place of “being” , and where God continues to recreate my “being”  on a minute by minute basis. 
It can be stated this way.  It is about Love.  God is Love.  And God has chosen to give God’s love 

away so that we, God’s creatures, spiritual beings having a human experience, can fully participate in the 
existence of God in this world for God’s sake and for the sake of the God’s Dream for the whole world.’  

 
We are creatures to whom God has chosen to bestow and bless with the ultimate of God’s Love.  

Richard Rohr states it this way.  “Love alone of all things is sufficient unto itself.  It is its own end, its 
own merit, its own beginning, and its own satisfaction.  It seeks no cause beyond itself and needs no fruit 
outside of itself.  Its fruit is its use.  I  love simply because I  am love.  That is my deepest identity.  I  am 
created in and for  and because of love.  I  came for th from a God who is Love (1John 4:16), and 
share in that divine identity.  Without love, I will never know who I am, or who God is, or why the   
universe was created.”  

 
The mission of Jesus Christ was to “show”  us who God is and who we are in God.  But Jesus did 

not stop with just showing us who God is.  Jesus invites us to experience God – the God who has created 
us in human form for the “soul”  purpose of experiencing Love.  A gathered faith community, seeking to 
live fully in the Ways of Jesus Christ, comes together to experience God.  They come together seeking a 
deeper relationship with God so that they too, like Jesus a spiritual being in human form, can fully enter 
into the mission of Jesus – to reconcile and transform the world for the greater glory and honor of God.  
Remember – God is love and that is what we have been called to become! 

 
Let us seek together, in all of our gatherings, to be embraced and transformed by love!  I hope to 

see you all involved and engaged with God, with God’s Word, with God’s mission and with one another 
as we each one make our journey through this world.  What if! 

 
Shalom, 
Pastor Sheri 
 

STIRRINGS OF THE SOUL 
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August 1 
Texts: 
Hosea 11:1-11; Psalm 107:1-9,43; Colossians 3:1-11; Luke 12:13-21 
 
Questions for Reflection: 
1. What images of God does the Hosea passage evoke for you?  Do you find these helpful and/or 

challenging? 
2. In what ways does Jesus’  parable of the rich fool challenge our lifestyles? 

 
August 8 
Texts: 
Isaiah 1:1,10-20; Psalm 50:1-8,22-23; Hebrews 11:1-3,8-16; Luke 12:32-40 
Questions for Reflection: 
1. Isaiah is called to speak truth to imperial power.  In what ways does his challenge also present 

a challenge to our ways of being in the world? 
2. Jesus calls his followers to a lifestyle of preparedness and expectation of the reign of God.  

What clues about the nature of this preparedness does he give? 
 

August 15 
Texts: 
Isaiah 5:1-7; Psalm 80:1-2, 8-19; Hebrews 11:29 – 12:2; Luke 12:49-56 
Questions for Reflection: 
1. Isaiah speaks forth God’s displeasure over Israel’s unfruitfulness.  What fruits has God found   

displeasing? 
2. How is the Gospel passage a challenge to our own community practices as a people of faith? 

 
August 22 
Texts: 
Jeremiah 1:4-10; Psalm 71:1-6; Hebrews 12:18-29; Luke 13:10-17 
Questions for Reflection: 
1. In what ways do we experience our call similarly to Jeremiah’s experience?  How are they        

different? 
2. Why was the leader of the synagogue indignant over Jesus’  healing of the woman with the      

crippling spirit?  How is this healing a challenge to our practice of Sabbath today? 
 

August 29 
Texts: 
Jeremiah 2:4-13; Psalm 81:1, 10-16; Hebrews 13:1-8, 15-16; Luke 14:1, 7-14 
Questions for Reflection: 
1. Are we more concerned about seeking a blessing, or seeking to be a blessing? 
2. How do we distinguish between the two? 

Worship Texts  
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Greetings to all members and friends of the FUMC faith community: 
 As your spiritual leaders, your pastors have committed ourselves to be guided and disciplined 
in our teaching and preaching ministries by what is commonly referred to as the Revised Common 
Lectionary – a weekly (and daily) consensus systematic list of biblical readings designed, over a three 
year period, to open the faith community to the major stories and themes of the Bible.  It follows the 
seasons of the church year, and includes, for each Sunday, a selection from Hebrew scripture, a psalm, 
a selection from the letters of the early church, and a Gospel selection. 
 God has led us, through prayer and discernment with other colleagues, to a resource that      
co-ordinates the teaching and preaching ministries of the pastors with the work of the entire faith  
community.   We have decided to use “Seasons of the Spirit”  as our resource for the planning of   
worship and all of the ministries of the congregation.  It calls the congregation to assist in creating a 
culture and climate for spiritual growth within the whole congregation as we focus on God’s Word as 
it is lived out in the life of the congregation. God’s Dream for us is alive!  So we have the opportunity 
to reorganize ourselves in the area of Passionate Worship – and we have begun! This resource also 
includes Intentional Faith Development, Risk-Taking Mission and Service, ideas for Extravagant 
Generosity and Radical Hospitality. 
 What is Seasons of the Spir it?        
 It invites us to explore the Bible through the lectionary while encouraging us to experience the 
transforming power of Christ in worship, sacraments and education and incorporate it into our lives in 
the world.  It calls us into the ecumenical, global, and inclusive heart of the church where it is 
grounded and shaped. 
 What is the Vision of Seasons of the Spir it? 

Our vision is to provide God’s people with lectionary- based, ecumenical resources 
   that empower all ages to be transformed in Christ as they    
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 What changes will this mean?     
 It will call us as pastors to approach the way we plan and prepare for worship by including all 
worship leaders in the planning and integrating of our worship experiences with the faith develop-
ment, outreach, pastoral care and stewardship ministries of this faith community.  It will call each of 
us to intentional wrestling with the question “ How do we live out what we are learning in our lives in 
the world?”  And it will invite all of us to become more flexible, spontaneous, intentional and perhaps 
even more humorous as we move into the life of the Spirit that calls us to take ourselves much less 
seriously and take God completely seriously. 
 We hope each of you will choose to become more engaged and involved in our ministries as a 
faith community.  We invite your questions and feedback.   
       Blessings and love, 
       Pastors Bill and Sheri   

CALLING ALL WHO SEEK TO FOLLOW CHRIST: 
SEASONS OF THE SPIRIT 
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Monetary Donations will be accepted.  C4C Fund helps support our Music/Kids Club 
ministry. 
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/ � � � � � - 	 � � � . 	 � � � � �
Wednesday, September 8 

 

NEW HOURS &  NEW  
PROGRAM 

 

3:45-5:00  C4C Music & Group time for kids 
5:00-5:30  Short Informal Gathering Time for 
                  ALL 
5:30-6:30  MEAL 
6:00-7:00  FAMILY NIGHT Bingo   

 

Be watching for new activities with C4C  
in the September Newsletter 

 

KIDS – Information about C4C will be coming in 
August 
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The “ Gardens”  Senior Ministries 
 
We are into our 8 month of sharing our ecumenical service ministries with the     
residents at “ The Gardens.”   Our team provides this ministry two times a month.  
The service provides old time hymns, a scripture reading, short devotional, closing 
prayer and   special music. 
 
We would like to take this opportunity to thank those who have graciously provided 
their musical talents to serve others.  These special people are:  Rose Foje, Sheryl 
Sloan and Dee Anderson.  
 
We would also like to thank Darlene Woodruff ’s grandson, Ethan who read his      
essay, “ What the Flag Means To Me”  the week of the 4th of July.  Our team handed 
out American Flags to the residents. 
 
The response from the residents has been exhilarating and inspirational.  We are  
enriching our experience in God’s love with one another, reassuring each other that 
the journey of life will not be walked alone. 

%� &' �( ) * &�� � +, - . � &� �
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Over the past 4 years, while living in the Parsonage, we have            
experienced first, internal transformation as many features were updated.  
This past 4 years we have experienced and great transformation on the    
outside of the house.  I hope many of you have been watching, wondering 
and wanting to say “Yes”  - let’s get her done.  Well it is done now.  The deck 
was designed and completed followed by some landscaping that needed to 
happen to not only restore but renew the looks of the house. 

 
 We want to say thank you for caring and for being good stewards of 
the property that God has entrusted you.  We are the current residents of the 
house, which has become our temporary “home”  and we celebrate the    
welcomed changes not only for ourselves but for all of those persons who 
will come after us.  Thank you. 
 
 Thank you to all who have served on the Trustee Committee for this 
period of time.  A special thank you goes to Jim Walker who designed and 
created the new deck.  It is awesome and beautiful.  A very big thank you to 
Steve and Linda Smith and son Adam whose dread, persistence and much 
hard work brought this project to a completion this summer.  Yes! 
 

You are welcome to come and take a closer look if you like.  Just let us 
know so we can arrange to be home. 

 
Being able to spend time out in the beauty of nature, on the new deck, 

has become a great way to “ feed the soul” .   We also have learned very 
quickly that it is a great way to feed the mosquitoes.  We look forward to a 
new season of living on the deck when the mosquitoes will have ad their 
season of life and are gone! 

 
We are also appreciative of Jim North and his crew whom we have 

hired to come and help us keep the yard in shape.  Jim and his crew do a 
great job and we appreciate them! 

An Appreciation 
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Addison Walker, daughter of Jim & Laura Walker was baptized on 
Sunday, June 13th.  Avery is her sister. 
 
Preston Mark, son of Jennifer (Smith) & Dennis Mark was baptized on 
Sunday, June 13th. 
 
Drew Mason Destival, son of Micah and Kelly Destival was baptized 

                                   on Saturday, July17th.  
 

+++++++++++++ 
 

We welcome new members who joined on Sunday, July 4th: 
 
Eldon Skow joins on transfer from Faith United Methodist Church in Humboldt, the Rutland 
Parish.  Eldon is Eloise Friday’s brother. 
 
Bob Anderson joins on transfer from Woodridge United Methodist Church in Woodridge, 
Illinois.  Bob is the son of Royal and Adeline Anderson & the brother of Shirley Franey. 



 PAGE 14 

STEWARDSHIP REPORT 
 

             � � � 
 	 � � 	 � 
 � � 4 - - 
 � �	 
 �



 
 5� � � 
#
 
 
 %' ( 
 
 
 H) 	#$#


 
 5� � � 
%! 
 
 
 %( ( 
 
 
 H( 	#"&


 
 5� � � 
( ' 

 
 %! ( 
 
 
 H! 	( %"


 
 5� � � 
( &

 
 %' $
 
 
 H%%	$' ) 


 
 5� �� 
) 
 
 
 $" 
 
 
 H
 	#&$


 
 5� �� 
%%
 
 
 %%( 
 
 
 H( 	' ! &


 
 5� �� 
%"
 
 
 %' 
 
 
 
 H( 	" 
 %


 
 5� �� 
( 
 
 
 
 %%$
 
 
 H#	) ( %




 








 � � � � 3
� � � 
� � 
� � � �� 
� � � 
� �� � � � � 
�� 
5� � � 
� � � 
5� �� *

> �/ � � 
> � �� �� 	
F �/ 
: 
� � ��� 
F � ��� � 	
� � � , 


 > � �� �� 	
� � � � ��� 
; � � � � � 	
< � � � ��
: 
7� � � � 
� � � � 	
5�   
� � � � 	
< � � 
� ����	
8 � � �� 
� � � � � � � �� I 	
; � � � � � 


 8 � � � �� � 	
< � � 
� � � � 	
5�, 
: 
0� � � 
� � � , � � 	
J �/3�
: 
0� � � � 
� � � � / � � � � �	
0� � � � � 
: 
� � � � �� 
0� � � � � 	


 7� � � � 
� � � � � �	
< � � � 
: 
� �� � � 
< � �� �� � �	
F � � �
: 
7� � � �
< �� � � � 	
=�, 
: 
=� �� 
; � � � � � 














 � � � 
%� �� � / �� �
, � ��/ 
 
 
 � � � 
" � �� � / �� �
, � ��/ 
 
 � � � 
%
 G
� � � � / � �
� � � �� 


 
 � � � 
( ( � � � � B�
� � � �� 
 
 
 � � � 
( $� �� � / �� �
, � ��/ 

�
�
�
�
� � � � �1� � 4�- � � � 
 � � �5� � 
 � 
 �6
 � � 	
 � �
� � � � � 
 
 � " �7� � %� � &�+� 
 
 � � � �8 
 � 
 � � 
 �
�
� � � � �� � � 4�- � � 9� � � � � �9� � � �9
 � 
 � � 
 �
� � � � 3
 %� � �: 
 � � 
 �+�� � � � 
 �
�
� � � � �10�� 4�- � � 9� � � � � �9� � � �9
 � 
 � � 
 �
� � � � � 
 � � �5� � 
 � 
 �8 � �� � 
 �
�
� � � � �/ / �� 4�- � � ; � ##� �) � � � � 
 �<� � � �
� � � � , 
 � �	
 � �=� ' 	
 � �: 
 " � �9� � � �
�
� � � � �/ 4�� 4�- � � ; � ##� �) � � � � 
 �<� � � �
� � � � � 
 � � � ' � �� 
 � 
 � �� 	� � 
 � �� � 
 &�7
 � � � �5
 #� �



I SSUE DATE:  A UGUST  1, 2010 PAGE 15 

2� 	 
 � � � � �� � �� 	 � �� � ��
�
� � � �
 �� 
 	 � � � �5�6 � + �
 �� 
 � � � � �
0 � � �0 
 � 
 �+ � � � �
 � �� 	 �6� 	 
 �
! " � � /��&� � � � � �� ����� - - �� �� � 
 � �
� � 
 �0 
 � � �	 
 /�
�
�

� � �� 	 
 � �� � � 7� � �� 	 � �� /6 /�2�� � � 
 	 �0 � � �0 
 � 
 �
+ � � � �
 � �� 	 �6 � 	 
 �! 8� � /��&� � � � � �� ����� - - �� �� � 
 � �
� � 
 �0 
 � � �	 
 /��� � �� 	 
 � ��� �� � 
 �� � � 
 � � 
 � �� - �
6 � � � �5�� �+ �� � � 7� � /�

Our Chr istian love and sympathy to: 
 
Family and fr iends of Tom Black.  Memor ial service will be held July 31st. 
 
Dennis &  Monica McGregor  &  families in the loss of their  son, Stuart. 
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Prayer Concerns 
 

Roger Wieck (brain tumor—had surgery)     
Adam Drewry (tonsillectomy on 7-26 Ames)  Leon Meinecke (knee surgery 7-20) 
Adeline Anderson (failing health)    Mildred Wicker (Sherri Schwaller’s mom-broke hip) 
Erma Kunce (broke hip)     Kent Curtis (recovering from hip surgery) 
Mary Lynch (recovering from knee surgery)   Jim Murphy (cancer surgery & treatments) 
Karen Nicholas (pancreatic cancer)    Betty Nearhoof (recovering from hip surgery) 
Roger Koppen (cancer surgery on 7-20   Cherie Roquet (cancer treatments) 
Marj Peckumn (cancer-no treatments)   Chad McCollom (home recovering from fall) 
Bud Young (had open heart surgery)    Avery Walker (tonsillectomy) 
Jan Lane (health problems)     Hermelinda Lazo (health problems) 
Women at the Well-Mitchellville Prison   Heart Butte Church & Pastors 
Jane Beerman (sister of Tom Harrington (multiple mylenoma) 
Jenny Johnson (Jay Cobb’s daughter-pending back surgery) 
Emma Hoffmann Will (done with treatments—back home now) 
Emily Brewer & her SOS team mates—in India doing mission work 
Philip Thompson (is now home)     John Thompson is now in Afghanistan 
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We are on the Web!   
Check us out at:   

http://www.jeffumc.com/ 
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